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Europe and the United States.”’ These young intellectuals espoused the cause
of written Regulations (“kanonagrutiun” in Armenian), for the administra-
tion of the millet. Together with the esnafs, they were able to bring the mat-
ter before the National Assembly, convened on 30 June 1855. This assembly
elected a sahmanadrakan handsnajoghov (“constitutional committee’)
whose sole task was the formulation of an Azgayin Kanonagrutiun (‘“Natio-
nal Regulation”). The committee enjoyed the total cooperation and strong
support of the new logothete, Krikor Margosian, who had replaced Hagop
Grdjigian. In the Supreme Civil Council Garabed Amira Balian, one of the
two amiras on the council (the other being Hovhannes Amira Dadian) led
the opposition to the draft presented by the committee, which he considered
too liberal. In the Spiritual Council, Patueli Deroyents, who served as the
secretary of this council, similarly opposed the acceptance of this draft of the
Regulations. Garabed Amira had now assumed the leadership of amira oppo-
sition, and apparently wielded such great power that the acceptance of the
draft was “construed as an attempt at emancipation from the dominance of
Garabed Amira and his conservative followers.” In his letter, a member of
the Education Committee, K. Bardizban, informed his brother that Garabed
Amira Balian now had his man Ali Bey in power and that “nobody can
oppose or contradict him.””

At this juncture two new developments precipitated the course of
events: first, the promulgation by Sultan Abdiil-Mecid of the Hatt-i
Hiimayun on 18 February 1856, an unexpected support for the constitutiona-
lists; the second was the resignation of Patriarch Hagopos, a popular figure
who favored the liberals. These two events accelerated the resolution of the
conflict by intensifying it. On 18 November 1856 a National Assembly was
convened; since the Patriarch had already resigned, Kii¢iik Said Bey presided
at the meeting in order to preserve order.”® The assembly reelected the
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