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menian and Western sources for his monumental three-volume work, but 
does not demonstrate any particular interest in amiras. Torkomian has va-
luable information scattered throughout his three-volume study on Eremia 
Celebi, the outstanding seventeenth-century figure of the Armenian millet of 
Istanbul.17 Others, like Piuzant Ketchian,18 Hrand Asadur,19 Arshag Alboya-
djian,20 all of whom wrote about the Istanbul community, have little data on 
amiras, while still others, such as Toros Azadian21 and Arakel Ketchian,22 
glorify the amiras from the town of Akn (Egin in Ottoman Turkish, now 
Kemaliye); inevitably, their analyses fail to make proper use of their data. 

Almost without fail, all these authors praise the charitable and cultural 
endeavors of amiras, their devotion and support for the Armenian “mother” 
church, and their monetary contributions to various philanthropic underta-
kings, educational institutions and cultural organizations. Little is recorded 
in these works about the amiras’ financial transactions and business acti-
vities. 

Varantian23 and Leo24 make extensive use of non-Armenian sources in 
their examination of amiras. Critical of the amiras’ role in general, these two 
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