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tice their craft. Each word in his anguished text is like a drop of
blood trickling from his wounded heart. His poignant descriptions
are based upon bitter experiences of his time. Thus, in a state of utter
desperation, he pleads for help to a high-ranking churchman to whom
his report was presumably dispatched: “But we were compelled to
inform Your Holiness to make you aware of the total demise of those
who are living among the antichrists, so that you would warn them
[the victims] and, if at all possible, you would rescue them from all
manner of apostasy” (ibid., p. 59a).%

The evidence provided by Urakh Grigor describes how Armenian
artisans faced the grave temptation of becoming Islamized and Turki-
fied through the Turkish authorities’ arbitrary imposition of the
Fiitiivvet regulations. We do not know how many fell victim to these
policies. What is known is that the Turkish government could and
did engage in “all manner of machinations)’ which, as Paul Ricaut has
stated, aimed at Islamizing the non-Muslims and which Urakh Grigor
sums up by saying: ‘“They have set up traps, they have led everyone
astray, and they have ensnared them’ (ibid., p. 53b).

Armenian history is replete with evidence of religious and political
persecutions and oppressions during the long period of Ottoman-
Turkish rule. Urakh Grigor's report is a hitherto unknown source
that sheds new light on the history of Turkish assimilatory policies.
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